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1. Learning Technologies Update:

In her role as District Learning Technologies Teacher, Erin Collison continues to expand district-
wide capacity in digital literacy, instructional technology, and Al-integrated learning. This year,
Erin has relaunched after-school technology sessions across all schools, introduced new
Universal Design for Learning-aligned newsletter content, and developed Media Smarts-based
digital citizenship presentations for both elementary and secondary learners. She is supporting
teachers with emerging Al tools, drawing on resources from the recent Al Summit, and is
preparing additional professional learning opportunities focused on practical classroom
applications of AL

Erin is also collaborating with staff on a wide range of school-based initiatives, including Quizizz
and Wayground implementation, Brightspace support, Canva for yearbook and journalism,
Scratch robotics exploration, and specialized projects such as creating accessible resources for
students with diverse learning needs. In addition, she is working closely with district leaders to
catalogue all digital tools and subscriptions, advise on ethical and effective technology use, and
ensure educators have streamlined access to the platforms and training they require.

COMPETENCY:

2. Literacy Helping Teachers Support Early Screening and Literacy Development:

Thanks to a literacy grant from the Ministry of Education and Child Care, the district created
literacy helping teacher positions at each elementary school. This two-year initiative aims to
enhance teacher capacity in literacy screening for students in kindergarten through grade 3, the
use of diagnostic assessments, the implementation of best practices for literacy instruction and
intervention, the provision of resources to teachers, and the delivery of literacy education to
parents and caregivers.  Michele Jackson (Burton and Edgewood), Jenna Alstad (Nakusp
Elementary), and Debbie Dubinsky (Lucerne) have taken on the role of helping teachers at their
schools and meet monthly to collaborate.
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3. Cross Country Team Yields a Provincial Champion: é-?-(a

The 2025 cross-country season was defined not only by outstanding and measurable
success on the course but also by the growth in leadership, resilience, and team unity
demonstrated by the NSS Cougars and Lucerne Lightning. With some new talent,
freshly bitten by the running bug, and a core group of athletes from last season, the
team really came together to support and encourage one another every step of the
way to provincials. The team, Lane Roger, James Wyatt-Gargan, Hunter Rosin,
Immanuel Muir, Jed Herlitz, Fisher Vibe-Coleman, Avrie Jackins, Dylan Montgomery,
Reid Hughes, Dakoda Massey, Noah Piper and Ethan Rainford-Holsworth, achieved
outstanding group and individual results throughout the season, including a fifth-place
finish by the senior boys’ team at provincials and provincial champion Ethan Rainford-
Holsworth. It was a season filled with new personal bests, friendships forged, muddy
shoes, and gold medals. What a season it was! Thanks to coaches Brandon Hempel
and Wes Savil, as well as parent drivers.

4. Foundation Skills Assessment:

Students participate in the provincial Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) during
October and early November. The FSA is a learning assessment for all grade 4 and 7
students. It focuses on literacy (the ability to understand language and communicate in
various ways) and numeracy (the ability to apply math skills, solve problems, and
communicate solutions). FSA results are one way to measure how the education system
is performing in these key areas. It assesses how students think, communicate, and
reflect — not just the facts they know.

FSA student results do not count towards report cards or other forms of summative
assessment. They help inform classroom teaching and learning and assist the district
with educational planning. Classroom-based assessments and other forms of reports
to parents, such as report cards and student-led conferences, are collected throughout
a term or period of learning. FSAs have written and online components. A district team
marks the written portions, and all results are sent to the Ministry of Education and
Child Care. Student assessments are sent home once all results in the province have
been collected.
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